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Introduction

THE BOOK OF 2SAMUEL
The ancient Jews viewed the four books of Joshua ,, Judges , Samuel and Kings as a collective group of historical books called the "Former Prophets." They record the history of Israel from the time of the Conquest until the Babylonian Captivity. It is generally agreed that the final compiling and editing of the Old Testament took place during the time of Ezra the scribe, soon after the Jews returned from Babylonian Captivity. A. A. Anderson suggests that the subsequent division of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles into two books each probably took place during the period when the Alexandrian Jews translated the Hebrew Bible into Greek, which took place several centuries before Christ, noting that the LXX collected Samuel and Kings into one unit under the common title Kingdoms or Reigns, which was divided into four books. (T. R. Hobbs suggests these divisions are "somewhat arbitrary," being based upon the amount of text that could fit upon the standard size of an ancient scroll. 36]) However, Anderson notes that the Samuel scroll of Qumran, which is among the Dead Sea scrolls, suggests that the book of Samuel formed a single unit in these sacred Hebrew texts in Palestine. 37] Anderson believes the Masoretic text testifies to a period prior to the two-division of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles with its Masoretic note at 1 Samuel 28:24 notes the half way point of 1-2Samuel. 38] Ralph Klein says the Hebrew bible first introduced these divisions "with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517." 39] These divisions later became standard in the Hebrew bible as well as the English bible.

36] T. R. Hobbs, 2Kings in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 13, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xix.

37] A. A. Anderson, 2 Samuel , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol. 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xxv.

38] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77), 1 Samuel 28:24.

39] Ralph Klein says, "This division between 1,2Samuel was introduced into the Hebrew Bible with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517. Subsequent to its use in the Second Rabbinic Bible of 1524/1525 the division into two books has become standard." See Ralph W. Klein, 1 Samuel , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 10, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xxv.

Perhaps under the influence of the LXX, which serves as the earliest witness, the early Church appears to have adopted the two-fold divisions of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles. Although the books of 1,2Samuel are properly one book, as are 1and 2Kings, 1,2Chronicles, the English Bible follows these two-fold divisions from the Vulgate, which followed the LXX. We can refer to the early Church fathers to see how this came about. Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) gives us the testimony of Melito (A.D. d. c 190), bishop of the parish in Sardis, who said that when he went to land of Palestine he found that the four books of Samuel and Kings were called 1, 2, 3, and 4Kings and that Chronicles was divided into two books.

"Accordingly when I went East and came to the place where these things were preached and done, I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David, the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books." Such are the words of Melito." (Ecclesiastical History ) 40]

40] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

Eusebius also records the testimony of Origen (A.D 185 to 254), who tells us that 1,2Samuel was handed down by the Jews as one book entitled "Samuel," that 1,2Kings was one book entitled "The Kingdom of David," and that 1,2Chronicles was one book entitle "Records of Days."

"When expounding the first Psalm , he gives a catalogue of the sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament as follows: "It should be stated that the canonical books, as the Hebrews have handed them down, are twenty-two; corresponding with the number of their letters." Farther on he says: "The twenty-two books of the Hebrews are the following: That which is called by us Genesis , but by the Hebrews , from the beginning of the book, Bresith, which means, "In the beginning"; Exodus , Welesmoth, that Isaiah , "These are the names"; Leviticus , Wikra, "And he called"; Numbers , Ammesphekodeim; Deuteronomy , Eleaddebareim, "These are the words"; Jesus, the son of Nave, Josoue ben Noun; Judges and Ruth , among them in one book, Saphateim; the First and Second of Kings, among them one, Samouel, that Isaiah , "The called of God"; the Third and Fourth of Kings in one, Wammelch David, that Isaiah , "The kingdom of David"; of the Chronicles, the First and Second in one, Dabreiamein, that Isaiah , "Records of days"; Esdras, First and Second in one, Ezra , that Isaiah , "An assistant"; the book of Psalm , Spharthelleim; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Me-loth; Ecclesiastes , Koelth; the Song of Songs (not, as some suppose, Songs of Songs), Sir Hassirim; Isaiah , Jessia; Jeremiah , with Lamentations and the epistle in one, Jeremia; Daniel , Daniel; Ezekiel , Jezekiel; Job , Job; Esther , Esther. And besides these there are the Maccabees, which are entitled Sarbeth Sabanaiel. He gives these in the above-mentioned work." (Ecclesiastical History 6251-2) 41]

41] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272.

Athanasius (A.D 296 to 373), bishop of Alexandria, also tells us that the Jews handed down their canon with 1,2Samuel being reckoned as one book, 1,2Kings as one book and 1,2Chronicles as one.

"There are, then, of the Old Testament, twenty-two books in number; for, as I have heard, it is handed down that this is the number of the letters among the Hebrews; their respective order and names being as follows. The first is Genesis , then Exodus , next Leviticus , after that Numbers , and then Deuteronomy. Following these there is Joshua , the son of Nun, then Judges , then Ruth. And again, after these four books of Kings, the first and second being reckoned as one book, and so likewise the third and fourth as one book. And again, the first and second of the Chronicles are reckoned as one book. Again Ezra , the first and second are similarly one book. After these there is the book of Psalm , then the Proverbs , next Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Songs. Job follows, then the Prophets, the twelve being reckoned as one book. Then Isaiah , one book, then Jeremiah with Baruch ,, Lamentations , and the epistle, one book; afterwards, Ezekiel and Daniel , each one book. Thus far constitutes the Old Testament." (Easter Letter No 39 for A.D 367, 4) 42]

42] Athanasius, Festal Letters, trans. Archibald Robertson, in Select Writings and Letters of Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 4, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1891), 552.

Jerome (A.D 342-420) divided Samuel and Kings into four books entitled "1, 2, 3,4Kings" in the Latin Vulgate. 43]

43] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

Thus, it appears that sometime between the writing of the LXX and the early Church, the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles were divided. For study purposes these historical books 1, 2 Samuel , 1, 2 Kings , 1, 2Chronicles will be treated without these divisions.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-27 

2 Samuel 1:7-27 — David Laments the Death of Saul and His Sons - 2 Samuel 1:7-27 records David's lament over the death of Saul and Jonathan. David was a man of deep emotion on many occasions ( 2 Samuel 3:32).

2 Samuel 3:32, "And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king lifted up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; and all the people wept."

2 Samuel 1:10 So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord.
2 Samuel 1:10 — Comments- Why is this man telling David a conflicting story from what really happened in 1Samuel 31? It seems that this messenger wanted a reward from David.

2 Samuel 4:10, "When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him a reward for his tidings:"

2 Samuel 1:14 And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the LORD"S anointed?
2 Samuel 1:14 — "the LORD"S anointed" - Comments- Saul was one of the great deliverers of the national of Israel. He united the kingdom for the first time since the days of Joshua ( 1 Samuel 14:47). He subdued all the nations who had been oppressing Israel for the past three hundred years ( 1 Samuel 14:47-48). No one in the time of the judges had performed so many great feats by the power of God at work in him. Thus, David rightly calls him "the Lord"s anointed". No Israelite could look down upon such a record of deliverance. Every Israelite felt the unity and strength of the nation of Israel because of the victories won by King Saul.

1 Samuel 14:47-48, "So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines: and whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them. And he gathered an host, and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the hands of them that spoiled them."

2 Samuel 1:18 (Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of Jasher.)
2 Samuel 1:18 — "Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow" - Word Study on "the use of the bow" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( קֶשֶׁת) (H 7198) means, "bow." The Hebrew literally reads, "the bow" for the phrase "the use of the bow." The words the use of are implied by the context. Most modern English translations read, "the song of the bow," which is supported by the context of this passage of Scripture. For example, the YLT reads, "and he saith to teach the sons of Judah ‘The Bow;'lo, it is written on the book of the Upright." Strong says this Hebrew word comes from the Hebrew root word ( קוֹשׁ) (H 6983), which means "to bend."

Note that Saul"s father was named "Kish" ( קִישׁ) (H 7027), which means "bow," and it also comes from the root word ( קוֹשׁ) (H 6983), which means, "to bend." (Strong)

Comments- The bow was considered a symbol of strength. Note:

Genesis 48:22, "Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow."

Joshua 24:12, "And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow."

2 Kings 13:15-17, "And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow and arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it: and Elisha put his hands upon the king"s hands. And he said, Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the LORD"S deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them."

Also, the bow was a symbol of the tribe of Benjamin. The men of this tribe were highly regarded for their skill in using the bow and arrow.

1 Chronicles 12:2, "They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow, even of Saul"s brethren of Benjamin."

2 Chronicles 14:8, "And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were mighty men of valour."

2 Chronicles 17:17, "And of Benjamin; Eliada a mighty man of valour, and with him armed men with bow and shield two hundred thousand."

2 Samuel 1:18 — "behold, it is written in the book of Jasher" - Comments- Or, "the book of the Upright." This book is mentioned one other time in the Scriptures, testifying to fact that is did exist. 

Joshua 10:13, "And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day."

2 Samuel 1:19 The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen!
2 Samuel 1:19 — "The beauty of Israel" - Comments- Saul was a very handsome man ( 1 Samuel 9:2).

1 Samuel 9:2, "And he had a Song of Solomon , whose name was Saul, a choice young Prayer of Manasseh , and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-32 

2 Samuel 2:8 But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul"s host, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim;
2 Samuel 2:8 — Word Study on "Ishbosheth" - PTW says the name "Ishbosheth" means, "man of shame."

2 Samuel 2:16 And they caught every one his fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow"s side; so they fell down together: wherefore that place was called Helkathhazzurim, which is in Gibeon.
2 Samuel 2:16 — Word Study on "Helkathhazzurim" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Helkathhazzurim" (H 2521) means, "the field of swords." Strong says it means, "smoothness of the rocks." PTW says it means, "field of rock." 

2 Samuel 2:23 Howbeit he refused to turn aside: wherefore Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote him under the fifth rib, that the spear came out behind him; and he fell down there, and died in the same place: and it came to pass, that as many as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died stood still.
2 Samuel 2:23 — "wherefore Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote him under the fifth rib" - Comments- If you put a sword under the fifth rib counting from the top of the rib cage, its cuts all the main arteries and veins attached to heart. If you count from bottom of the rib cage upward, it pierces underneath into the heart.

2 Samuel 3:27, "And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him quietly, and smote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother."

2 Samuel 4:6, "And they came thither into the midst of the house, as though they would have fetched wheat; and they smote him under the fifth rib: and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-39 

2 Samuel 3:27 And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak with him quietly, and smote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother.
2 Samuel 3:27 — "when Abner was returned to Hebron" - Comments- Hebron was a city of refugee ( Joshua 21:13). Abner falsely felt safe here, so he was not on guard for Joab"s murder.

Joshua 21:13, "Thus they gave to the children of Aaron the priest Hebron with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Libnah with her suburbs,"

2 Samuel 3:31 And David said to Joab, and to all the people that were with him, Rend your clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And king David himself followed the bier.
2 Samuel 3:31 — "And David said to Joab" - Comments- Note that Joab, the assassin, was made by David to mourn publicly at the funeral of the person he had murdered in anger. This was perhaps humiliating for Joab and a sign of the breach between David and Joab. Joab eventually joins in the rebellion of David"s Song of Solomon , Adonijah. Solomon eventually has Joab killed, saying that he killed Abner, who more righteous than himself ( 1 Kings 2:32).

1 Kings 2:32, "And the LORD shall return his blood upon his own head, who fell upon two men more righteous and better than Hebrews , and slew them with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the host of Judah."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-12 

2 Samuel 4:1 And when Saul"s son heard that Abner was dead in Hebron, his hands were feeble, and all the Israelites were troubled.
2 Samuel 4:1 — Comments- Saul"s son is Ishbosheth.

2 Samuel 4:4 And Jonathan, Saul"s Song of Solomon , had a son that was lame of his feet. He was five years old when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.
2 Samuel 4:4 — "and his nurse took him up, and fled" - Comments- Mephibosheth will grow up in Lodebar, beyond the Jordan River. This nurse takes the child and flees into exile at the news of the death of the king of Israel. She knew that a new king in Israel would most likely seek to kill all of the former king"s relatives so that he would have no adversaries. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-25 

2 Samuel 5:5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah.
2 Samuel 5:5 — Comments- The reason why David changed cities is that he was the king of Judah in Hebron, but he was the king of Israel in Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 5:6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither.
2 Samuel 5:6 — Comments- Note that Jerusalem was near the border of Judah and the northern tribes. Therefore, it was an ideal location from which to rule all of Israel.

2 Samuel 5:17-25 — David's Campaign Against the Philistines - 2 Samuel 5:17-25 describes the war that David had with the Philistines, a war which essentially subdued them under the hand of the nation of Israel. Many scholars suggest that the events recorded in the previous passage of 2 Samuel 5:6-10 take place after this war with the Philistines, believing the Philistines fought with David immediately after he took the leadership over the northern tribes of Israel. 44] Thus, it is possible that 2 Samuel 5:17-25 reaches back chronologically in order expand upon David's new kingship by reflecting upon his victory over the Philistines after the previous passage of Scripture gives a brief summary of his rise to power.

44] A. A. Anderson, 2Samuel, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on " 2 Samuel 5:17-25."

2 Samuel 5:17 But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek David; and David heard of it, and went down to the hold.
2 Samuel 5:17 — "But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek" - Comments- The Philistines seem to have initially accepted David as a leader in Hebron, understanding him to be their vassal with a small, ineffective cohort of men. This is possible from the fact that he offered to fight alongside the Philistines against Saul ( 1 Samuel 29:1-11). Once his power and influence expanded over all Israel, they interpreted this as a "declaration of independence." 45] They decided it was time to subdue him, and the sooner the better; for the longer they waited, the stronger Israel might become. However, they underestimated David's power and will be defeated by him.

45] John Bright, A History of Israel, 3edition (Philadlephia: Westminster Press, 1981), 198.

2 Samuel 5:18 The Philistines also came and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim.
2 Samuel 5:18 — Comments- Bright understands 2 Samuel 5:18 to mean that the Philistines apparently decided to position themselves near the city of Jerusalem, now David's stronghold, gathering just south of it in the valley of Rephaim in an effort to cut David off from the northern tribes of Israel. 46] The "Valley of Rephaim" is mentioned earlier in Joshua 15:8, which according to ISBE, it is located to the southwest of Jerusalem. 47] Thus, most scholars associate it with this general location.

46] John Bright, A History of Israel, 3edition (Philadlephia: Westminster Press, 1981), 198.

47] H. Porter, "Rephaim," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Joshua 15:8, "And the border went up by the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the same is Jerusalem: and the border went up to the top of the mountain that lieth before the valley of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of the valley of the giants northward:"

2 Samuel 5:19 And David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto David, Go up: for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand.
2 Samuel 5:19 — "And David enquired of the LORD" - Comments- Anderson says David would have enquired of the Lord by either casting the lots or by using the ephod. 48] We know that Abiathar brought an ephod to David when he joined his band of men ( 1 Samuel 23:6). Afterwards, the Scriptures mention David using it to inquire of the Lord ( 1 Samuel 23:9; 1 Samuel 30:7, 2 Samuel 6:14, 1 Chronicles 15:27). He was the only king to do so because He was a type and figure of the Messiah who would be King and Priest unto God.

48] A. A. Anderson, 2Samuel, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Samuel .

1 Samuel 23:6, "And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand."

1 Samuel 23:9, "And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against him; and he said to Abiathar the priest, Bring hither the ephod."

1 Samuel 30:7, "And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech"s Song of Solomon , I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David."

2 Samuel 6:14, "And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod."

1 Chronicles 15:27, "And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod of linen."

2 Samuel 5:20 And David came to Baalperazim, and David smote them there, and said, The LORD hath broken forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that place Baalperazim.
2 Samuel 5:20 — "Therefore he called the name of that place Baalperazim" - Comments- PTW says the Hebrew name "Baalperazim" means, "lord of breaches." Anderson says it probably refers to Mount Perazim mentioned in Isaiah 28:21, but is otherwise an unknown location near the Valley of Rephiam. 49]

49] A. A. Anderson, 2Samuel, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Samuel .

Isaiah 28:21, "For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his Acts , his strange act."

2 Samuel 5:24 And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines.
2 Samuel 5:24 — "the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees" - Comments- This was the sound of the marching of angels, who were going before David and his men to fight (Note Psalm 35:6). My mother and by brother have both had visions and seen the marching of heavenly angels.

Psalm 35:6, "Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them."

Note other times that the angels of the Lord fought for God"s people:

2 Kings 6:17, "And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

2 Kings 7:6, "For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us."

2 Samuel 5:25 And David did Song of Solomon , as the LORD had commanded him; and smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer.
2 Samuel 5:25 — Comments- Bright believes 2 Samuel 5:25 says David did not end his defensive battles this first day against the Philistines, but turned to the offensive and entered the territories of the Philistines over a period of time in order to thoroughly subdue them. 50] Also, in 2 Samuel 21:15-22 David and his men would later fight the Philistines again, this time killing the brothers of Goliath.

50] John Bright, A History of Israel, 3edition (Philadlephia: Westminster Press, 1981), 198-199.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-23 

2 Samuel 6:1-23 — David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem- This same story of David bringing the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem is given in more detail in 1Chronicles 13-16. 

2 Samuel 6:2 And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims.
2 Samuel 6:2 — "Baale of Judah" - Comments- This is the same as Kirjathjearim ( 1 Samuel 7:1-2, 1 Chronicles 13:5-6).

1 Samuel 7:1-2, "And the men of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD."

1 Chronicles 13:5-6, "So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjathjearim. And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, that Isaiah , to Kirjathjearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up thence the ark of God the LORD, that dwelleth between the cherubims, whose name is called on it."

2 Samuel 6:3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
2 Samuel 6:3 — "they set the ark of God upon a new cart" - Comments- Note in Numbers 7:2-9 that all of the items of the Tabernacle were carried in carts, except the furniture of the Tabernacle, which was holy. The furniture was to be carried on the shoulders of the priests. King David made the mistake of carrying the Ark of the Covenant on a cart when he was bringing it to Jerusalem. 

Numbers 7:2-9, "That the princes of Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, who were the princes of the tribes, and were over them that were numbered, offered: And they brought their offering before the LORD, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen; a wagon for two of the princes, and for each one an ox: and they brought them before the tabernacle. And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take it of them, that they may be to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; and thou shalt give them unto the Levites, to every man according to his service. And Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites. Two wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according to their service: And four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari, according unto their service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they should bear upon their shoulders.

David realized his mistake, and later corrected this error ( 1 Chronicles 15:13).

1 Chronicles 15:13, "For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due order."

The Law of Moses had given clear instructions on how to carry the Ark of the Covenant. The sons of Kohath were to bear the ark upon their shoulders ( Numbers 4:15; Numbers 7:9; Numbers 10:21, Deuteronomy 10:8).

Numbers 4:15, "And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation."

Numbers 7:9, "But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they should bear upon their shoulders."

Numbers 10:21, "And the Kohathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary: and the other did set up the tabernacle against they came."

Deuteronomy 10:8, "At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day."

We find examples of this in other Scriptures:

Joshua 3:14, "And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;"

2 Samuel 15:24, "And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites were with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God: and they set down the ark of God; and Abiathar went up, until all the people had done passing out of the city."

2 Samuel 6:7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. 
2 Samuel 6:7 — "for his error" - Comments- Or, "because of his irreverence or rashness." By stretching out his hand to steady the ark, Uzzah dishonoured the office of the priest, and therefore he dishonoured God. This irreverence was also committed by Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, in the wilderness ( Leviticus 10:1-2).

Leviticus 10:1-2, "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD."

2 Samuel 6:7 — Comments- The Law of Moses had warned that death was the penalty for anyone who touched the holy articles of the tabernacle ( Numbers 4:15). An intriguing and popular theory today suggests that the ark was designed in such a way that it was a capacitor for electricity. Therefore, it held voltage that would kill anyone who touched it apart from the two rods by which God designed it to be carried.

Numbers 4:15, "And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation."

2 Samuel 6:8 And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perezuzzah to this day.
2 Samuel 6:8 — Word Study on "Perezuzzah" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Perezuzzah" means, "breach of Uzzah." 

2 Samuel 6:10 So David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite.
2 Samuel 6:10 — "the Gittite" - Comments- The Gittites were Philistines who inhabited the city of Gath. 

Joshua 13:2-3, "This is the land that yet remaineth: all the borders of the Philistines, and all Geshuri, From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted to the Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites:"

It appears that a group of 600 Gittites joined themselves with the Cherethites and the Pelethities as David"s bodyguards:

2 Samuel 15:18-19, "And all his servants passed on beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king. Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore goest thou also with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile."

2 Samuel 18:2, "And David sent forth a third part of the people under the hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab"s brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you myself also."

Goliath, who David killed with a sling, was a Gittite:

2 Samuel 21:19, "And there was again a battle in Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaareoregim, a Bethlehemite, slew the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like a weaver"s beam."

2 Samuel 6:11 And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household.
2 Samuel 6:11 — Comments- Although Obed-Edom was a Philistine of Gath, he was now living in the land of Judah as an exile. This same ark, which brought curses to the land of the Philistines, now brought blessings to this house.

2 Samuel 6:14 And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod.
2 Samuel 6:14 — "And David danced before the LORD with all his might" - Comments- In one of Kenneth Hagin's heavenly visions, Jesus referred to this verse as He was discussing New Testament worship with him. 51] Because the believers under the Old Covenant were not filled with the Spirit, their worship was "in the flesh." Therefore, in this verse, David danced "before the Lord" rather than "in the Spirit." He danced "with all his might" rather than "under the anointing." 

51] Kenneth Hagin, Plans Purposes and Pursuits (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1988, 1993), 86.

Under the New Covenant, we are to worship the Lord "in spirit and in truth." 

John 4:23-24, "But the hour cometh, and now Isaiah , when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."

In true worship under the New Covenant, everything that we do must be done in the Spirit, inspired and led by the moving of the Holy Spirit in the service. Otherwise, the worship is done in the flesh and the moving of the Spirit will be quenched. 

We do find other Old Testament Scriptures that tell us to dance before the Lord.

Psalm 149:3, "Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp."

Psalm 150:4, "Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs."

The references in the Old Testament to dancing are a part of the pattern for Old Testament worship. Kenneth Hagin says that although the principles and examples in the Old Testament may be the same as in the New Testament, the practices are not the same.

2 Samuel 6:14 — "and David was girded with a linen ephod" - Comments- This linen ephod was normally worn by those priests who ministered and served in the Temple ( 1 Samuel 2:18; 1 Samuel 22:18).

1 Samuel 2:18, "But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen ephod."

1 Samuel 22:18, "And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and five persons that did wear a linen ephod."

In addition to the linen ephod, David was also wearing a robe of fine linen ( 1 Chronicles 15:17). Song of Solomon , he was wearing two garments.

1 Chronicles 15:27, "And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: David also had upon him an ephod of linen."

2 Samuel 6:19 And he dealt among all the people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So all the people departed every one to his house.
2 Samuel 6:19 — Word Study on "a flagon of wine" - Strong says the Hebrew word "flagon of wine "ash-ee-shaw'" ( אֲשִׁישָׁה) (H 809) means, "a cake of raisins or other comfits, flagon." Webster defines a flagon as "a vessel with a narrow mouth, used for holding and conveying liquors. It is generally larger than a bottle, and of leather or stoneware rather than of glass." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "flagon 4." Modern versions translate this word as "raisin-cakes." Note the other uses in the Old Testament, which supports the translation of "raisin-cakes" within its context.

2 Samuel 6:19, "And he dealt among all the people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So all the people departed every one to his house."

1 Chronicles 16:3, "And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine."

Song of Solomon 2:5, "Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love."

Hosea 3:1, "Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine."

2 Samuel 6:20 Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to day, who uncovered himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself!
2 Samuel 6:20 — "who uncovered himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants" - Comments- This may have taken place if David was wearing only the linen ephod, with nothing under it ( 2 Samuel 6:14).

2 Samuel 6:20 — "as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself" - Comments- In every culture there are those who shamelessly uncover their body parts to ease themselves in public. This takes place particularly in underdeveloped cultures where people must walk distances rather than drive in cars.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-29 

2 Samuel 7:1 And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies;
2 Samuel 7:1 — "when the king sat in his house" - Comments- This apparently was the house that Hiram had built for David ( 2 Samuel 5:11).

2 Samuel 5:11, "And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they built David an house."

2 Samuel 7:14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men:
2 Samuel 7:14 — "I will be his father, and he shall be my son" - Comments- This was the way Jesus almost exclusively refers to God in the New Testament, as His Heavenly Father.

2 Samuel 7:15 But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 
2 Samuel 7:16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.
2 Samuel 7:16 — "thine house and thy kingdom" - Comments- This was a two-fold prophecy. It refers to the Davidic earth kingdom that God has established over Israel; but, more definite, it refers to the eternal kingdom of God that will be ushered in with the coming of Jesus and the establishment of the Church.

2 Samuel 7:12-17 — Comments- A Prophecy of the Messiah as King - 2 Samuel 7:12-17 is a prophecy of the Messiah as King. Although Solomon"s sin of idolatry was the cause of the northern kingdom being torn away from his son Rehoboam, God preserved the tribe of Judah for the lineage of David ( 1 Kings 11:13), thus fulfilling the prophecy of this passage.

1 Kings 11:13, "Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will give one tribe to thy son for David my servant"s sake, and for Jerusalem"s sake which I have chosen."

2 Samuel 7:18 Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?
2 Samuel 7:18 — "Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD" - Comments- When David sat before the Lord, it meant that he entered the tent where the ark abode, and remained before the Lord for a period of time. 

2 Samuel 7:23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods?
2 Samuel 7:23 — Comments- This decree, or prophecy, says that God is a God who works miracles for His people. This fact is now decreed by David, the king, prophetically as an eternal decree that will always be established, a decree that God will honour. God will always be working miracles for His people. Because of this, miracles did not stop in the book of Acts , but have been a part of the Church for the last two thousand years.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18 

2 Samuel 8:1 And after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them: and David took Methegammah out of the hand of the Philistines.
2 Samuel 8:1 — Word Study on "Methegammah" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Methegammah" means, "bridle of bondage."

2 Samuel 8:4 And David took from him a thousand chariots, and seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand footmen: and David houghed all the chariot horses, but reserved of them for an hundred chariots. 
2 Samuel 8:4 — "seven hundred horsemen" - Comments- The parallel passage to 2 Samuel 8:4 is 1 Chronicles 18:4. 

1 Chronicles 18:4, "And David took from him a thousand chariots, and seven thousand horsemen, and twenty thousand footmen: David also houghed all the chariot horses, but reserved of them an hundred chariots."

There a difference in these two verses in the number of horsemen that are mentioned. 2 Samuel 8:4 says that there are seven hundred (700) horsemen and 1 Chronicles 18:4 says that there are seven thousand (7 ,000) horsemen.

A look at the difference in the Hebrew words:

2 Samuel 8:4 - Hebrew ( וּשְׁבַע־מֵאוֹת֙ פָּרָשִׁ֔ים) for "seven hundred horsemen"

1 Chronicles 18:4 - Hebrew ( וְשִׁבְעַ֤ת אֲלָפִים֙ פָּֽרָשִׁ֔ים) for "seven thousand horsemen"

2 Samuel 8:9 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had smitten all the host of Hadadezer, 
2 Samuel 8:9 — "Toi king of Hamath" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 18:9 calls this king "Tou."

1 Chronicles 18:9, "Now when Tou king of Hamath heard how David had smitten all the host of Hadarezer king of Zobah;"

A look at the difference in the Hebrew names:

2 Samuel 8:9 - Hebrew ( תּׂעִי) - Toi. (H 8583)

1 Chronicles 18:9 - Hebrew ( תּׂעוּ) - Tou. (H 8583)

2 Samuel 8:10 Then Toi sent Joram his son unto king David, to salute him, and to bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer, and smitten him: for Hadadezer had wars with Toi. And Joram brought with him vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels of brass:
2 Samuel 8:10 — "Joram" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 18:10 calls this king by the name "Hadoram."

1 Chronicles 18:10, "He sent Hadoram his son to king David, to enquire of his welfare, and to congratulate him, because he had fought against Hadarezer, and smitten him; (for Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and with him all manner of vessels of gold and silver and brass."

A look at the difference in the Hebrew names:

2 Samuel 8:10 - Hebrew ( יוֹרָם) - Joram. (H 3141)

1 Chronicles 18:10 - Hebrew ( הֲדוֹרָם) - Hadoram. (H 1913)

2 Samuel 8:10 — "Hadadezer" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 18:10 calls this king by the name "Hadarezer."

1 Chronicles 18:10, "He sent Hadoram his son to king David, to enquire of his welfare, and to congratulate him, because he had fought against Hadarezer, and smitten him; (for Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and with him all manner of vessels of gold and silver and brass."

A look at the difference in the Hebrew names:

2 Samuel 8:10 - Hebrew ( הֲדַדְעֶזֶר) - Hadadezer. (H 1909)

1 Chronicles 18:10 - Hebrew ( הֲדַרְעֶזֶר) - Hadarezer. (H 1928)

2 Samuel 8:13 And David gat him a name when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of salt, being eighteen thousand men.
2 Samuel 8:13 — "the Syrians" - Comments- The Hebrew name "Syrians" is "Arâm" ( אֲרַמ) (H 758). However, we read in the parallel passage of 1 Chronicles 18:12 that David smote the Edomites in this great battle, and not the Syrians.

1 Chronicles 18:12-13, "Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in the valley of salt eighteen thousand. And he put garrisons in Edom; and all the Edomites became David"s servants. Thus the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went."

The context of the passage in 1Chronicles implies the Edomites were defeated, since the following verse immediately refers to them, "And he put garrisons in Edom; and all the Edomites became David"s servants. Thus the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went." ( 1 Chronicles 18:13) The context of 2 Samuel 8:13 implies the Edomites as well, being followed by the same statement about garrisons in Edom, "And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he garrisons, and all they of Edom became David"s servants. And the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went." ( 2 Samuel 8:14) Christopher Wordsworth notes that the Syrians lives north east of Palestine, while this battle was fought in the Valley of Salt, located extreme south of Judah, where Judah borders Edom. 52] In addition, Psalm 60 very likely refers to this battle, telling us that David fought with Edom, and not with Syria.

52] Christopher Wordsworth, The Holy Bible in the Authorized Version; With Notes and Introductions, vol 2 (London: Rivingtons, Waterloo Place), 89.

Psalm 60:1, (To the chief Musician upon Shushaneduth, Michtam of David, to teach; when he strove with Aramnaharaim and with Aramzobah, when Joab returned, and smote of Edom in the valley of salt twelve thousand.) "O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again."

Many scholars consider this an orthographical error, where a scribe accidentally wrote the Hebrew word for Aram (Syria) ( ארם) instead of Edom ( אדם). These words are similar except for the letters daleth ( ד) and resh ( ר) being interchanged in the middle. The error obviously occurred because the two letters are very similar. Perhaps because of the tremendous reverence that the Jews gave the Hebrew Scriptures, they feared to correct the text even when it was an obvious scribal error. Any corrections of recognized errors were made in the margin or footnote of the text, while the misspelled words were retained within in the text. Thus, the Masoretic text reads, "Syria" ( אֲרָ֖ם) (BHS). The Vulgate also reads, "Syria."

VgClem, "Fecit quoque sibi David nomen cum reverteretur capta Syria in valle Salinarum, csis decem et octo millibus."

In contrast, the LXX version read "Edom" ( τὴν ιδουμαίαν). William MacDonald adds that the Syriac version and some old Hebrew manuscripts read "Edom." 53]

53] William MacDonald, The Epistle to Philemon , in Believer's Bible Commentary, ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Samuel .

Brenton, "And David made [himself] a name: and when he returned he smote Idumea in Gebelem to [the number of] eighteen thousand."

Some modern versions also make the change to "Edom" (NIV, RSV).

NIV, "And David became famous after he returned from striking down eighteen thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt." ( 2 Samuel 8:13)

RSV, "And David won a name for himself. When he returned, he slew eighteen thousand E"domites in the Valley of Salt."

However, many scholars resolve this issue by suggesting that Edom was in conferate with Syria, so that the text should remain the same, being accurate.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-13 

2 Samuel 9:1-13 — David Shows Kindness to Mephibosheth - In 2 Samuel 1:1-13 we have the story of David showing kindness to Mephibosheth, King Saul's only remaining son. David honoured King Saul until the king's death. Even after his death, David wept for him and gave him an honourable burial. This honor continued through his son Mephibosheth. It is significant to understand that as long as David served King Saul, he ensured that God would help David fulfil his destiny. David continued sowing in this area of his life by ministering to Saul's son.

2 Samuel 9:1 And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan"s sake? 
2 Samuel 9:1 — Comments- The Hebrew word "kindness" is "hesed" ( חֵסֵד) (H 2617) is the Old Testament word for love. Kenneth Copeland translates this word in this context as "covenant faithfulness." 54]

54] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

David is showing kindness to Mephibosheth as a result of his covenant with Jonathan. We find this covenant in 1 Samuel 20:14-16.

1 Samuel 20:14-16, "And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the kindness of the LORD, that I die not: But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let the LORD even require it at the hand of David"s enemies."

2 Samuel 9:3 And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a Song of Solomon , which is lame on his feet.
2 Samuel 9:3 — "And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a Song of Solomon , which is lame on his feet" - Comments- Ziba will later betray Mephibosheth ( 2 Samuel 19:24-30). Here Ziba appears to see Mephibosheth as a person under a curse, one to be despised. This is because Ziba coveted his inheritance. In contrast, King David saw Mephibosheth as a child of blessings. 

2 Samuel 9:4 And the king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar.
2 Samuel 9:4 — Word Study on "Lodebar" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Lodebar" ( לֹא דְבַר) (H 3810) literally means "pastureless." PTW says it means, "barren," and is located east of the Jordan River. Easton says that it is "a town in Gilead not far from Mahanaim, north of the Jabbok" ( 2 Samuel 17:27), and "is probably identical with Debir" of Joshua 13:26. The ISBE says that it seems to be placed on the northern boundary of Gilead. 55]

55] W. Ewing, "Lo-debar," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

2 Samuel 17:27, "And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lodebar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim,"

Joshua 13:26, "And from Heshbon unto Ramathmizpeh, and Betonim; and from Mahanaim unto the border of Debir;"

2 Samuel 9:7 And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father"s sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
2 Samuel 9:7 — Comments- King David attempts to dispel any fear that Mephibosheth may have in meeting him. Mephibosheth did not know that he was a child of a covenant with the king. He probably wondered at this time if the king was pursuing all of Saul"s descendents in order to kill them. This could have been a death sentence for Mephibosheth. 

2 Samuel 9:9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul"s servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy master"s son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house.
2 Samuel 9:9 — Comments- King David had made sure that Saul"s possessions were not destroyed nor robbed. He had taken care of them for the sake of his covenant with Jonathan.

Ziba had been the servant of King Saul. Since all of Saul"s sons were dead, Ziba felt justified and wanting the king"s inheritance. Perhaps Ziba had been caring for this land since the death of King Saul. Perhaps he felt that the land rightfully belonged to him.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-19 

2 Samuel 10:4 Wherefore Hanun took David"s servants, and shaved off the one half of their beards, and cut off their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, and sent them away.
2 Samuel 10:4 — Comments- We read of a similar incident in the ancient Histories of Herodotus in which a thief shaved off half the beards of two guards to mock them after getting them drunk and stealing the body of his dead brother.

"The wine had soon its effect, the guards became exceedingly drunk, and fell fast asleep; under the advantage of the night, the young man took down the body of his brother, and in derision shaved the right cheeks of the guards: he placed the body on one of the asses, and returned home, having thus satisfied his mother." (Herodotus, The Histories 2121) 56]

56] Herodotus, Herodotus, vol 1, trans. William Beloe (London: A. J. Valpy, 1803), 253-254.

2 Samuel 10:18 And the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew the men of seven hundred chariots of the Syrians, and forty thousand horsemen, and smote Shobach the captain of their host, who died there.
2 Samuel 10:18 — "the men of seven hundred chariots" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 19:18 says, "seven thousand men."

1 Chronicles 19:18, "But the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven thousand men which fought in chariots, and forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of the host."

A look at the difference in the Hebrew:

2 Samuel 10:18 - Hebrew ( רֶ֔כֶב מֵאוֹת֙ שְׁבַ֤ע) - the men of seven hundred chariots.

1 Chronicles 19:18 - Hebrew ( שִׁבְעַ֤ת אֲלָפִים֙ רֶ֔כֶב) - seven thousand men which fought in chariots.

Hebrew ( שֶׁבַע) (H 7651) "seven" 

Hebrew ( מֵאָה) (H 3967) "hundred" 

Hebrew ( אֶלֶף) (H 505) "thousand" 

Hebrew ( רֶכֶב) (H 7393) "men which fought in chariots" 

2 Samuel 10:18 — "forty thousand horsemen" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 19:18 says, "forty thousand footmen." 
1 Chronicles 19:18, "But the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven thousand men which fought in chariots, and forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of the host."

A look at the difference in the Hebrew:

2 Samuel 10:18 - Hebrew ( אַרְבָּעִ֥ים אֶ֖לֶף פָּרָשִׁ֑ים) - forty thousand horsemen.

1 Chronicles 19:18 - Hebrew ( אַרְבָּעִ֥ים אֶ֖לֶף אִ֣ישׁ רַגְלִ֑י) - forty thousand footmen.

Hebrew ( אַרְבָּעִים) (H 705) "forty"

Hebrew ( אֶלֶף) (H 505) "thousand"

Hebrew ( פָּרָש) (H 6571) "horsemen"

Hebrew ( ילגר) ( אִ֣ישׁ) (H 7273) "footmen"

2 Samuel 10:18 — "Shobach" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 19:18 says, "Shophach." 
1 Chronicles 19:18, "But the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven thousand men which fought in chariots, and forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of the host."

A look at the difference in the Hebrew names:

2 Samuel 10:18 - Hebrew ( שׁוֹבָךְ) - Shobach. (H 7731).

1 Chronicles 19:18 - Hebrew ( שׁוֹפָךְ) - Shophach. (H 7780).

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-27 

2 Samuel 11:1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.
2 Samuel 11:1 — "And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle" - Comments- Gesenius says the Hebrew word "the year was expired" "tesh-oo-baw"" ( תְּשׁוּבָה) (H 8666), means, "return." Strong says it means "a recurrence, be expired, an answer, return." Anderson translates it "the turn (return) of the year" Within the context of this passage, it means, "completion of a year, return of a year." Anderson says this phrase is generally understood as the springtime. 59] Evidently, kings waged wars during the spring when the weather was most accommodating for outdoors. Cold weather would have brought sickness among the troops as well as putting them at a disadvantage when besieging cities.

59] A. A. Anderson, 2Samuel, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Samuel .

2 Samuel 11:1 — "that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel" - Comments- Joab was David's military general over the armies of all of Israel.

2 Samuel 11:1 — "and they destroyed the children of Ammon" - Comments- David's war with the Ammonites begins in the previous chapter ( 2 Samuel 10:1-19), so much destruction had already taken place. This addition effort was to put these people in complete submission under David's rule. The battles taking place at this time were occasioned when David sent a delegate to comfort King Hanun of the Ammonites at the death of his father Nahash. The new king humiliated David's men and sent them back to Jerusalem with half their beards shaven, and half their clothes cut off. David replied by waging a battle against the Ammonites and the Syrians who came to their aid ( 2 Samuel 10:1-19).

2 Samuel 11:1 — "and besieged Rabbah" - Comments- The Scriptures call Rabbah the "royal city" ( 2 Samuel 12:26), meaning it was the place where the king of the Ammonites lived. Anderson tells us it was the capital city, located near to where Amman, Jordan is today. 60] The name "Rabbah" ( רַבָּה) (H 7237), means "the great one" and is first mentioned in books of Deuteronomy ( Deuteronomy 3:11) and Joshua ( Joshua 13:25; Joshua 15:60) during the time of Israel's conquest of Canaan. The city of Rabbah is not mentioned again until the time of David's conquest of the surrounding nations ( 2 Samuel 11:1, 26, 27, 29; 17:27, 1 Chronicles 20:1). The later prophets of Israel will make brief references to this city as they prophesy divine judgment against the Ammonites ( Jeremiah 49:2-3, Ezekiel 21:20; Ezekiel 25:5, Amos 1:14). 

60] A. A. Anderson, 2Samuel, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Samuel .

2 Samuel 11:1 — "But David tarried still at Jerusalem" - Comments- David was idle, which can lead to an opportunity to sin. Note the sin of idleness in Ezekiel 16:49, "Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy."

2 Samuel 11:2 And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king"s house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon.
2 Samuel 11:2 — Comments- On the roof, David's mind must not have been in prayer. As long as David was being persecuted and needed help from God, his heart was faithful to seek God. When things became easy, idleness came in.

2 Samuel 11:3 And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?
2 Samuel 11:3 — "And David sent and enquired after the woman" - Comments- 2 Samuel 11:3 reveals how David took time to ponder over the idea before taking this woman. He was probably making sure of her identity before taking her so that he could be certain that he could handle the responses of her immediate kin.

2 Samuel 11:3 — "And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam" - Comments- According to 2 Samuel 23:34, Ahithophel, David's counsellor, had a son named Eliam, who was also one of David's mighty men. According to some Jewish traditions (see Sanhedrin 69b, 107a), and a number of modern scholars, Bathsheba was the granddaughter of Ahithophel. 61]

61] H. M. Speaker, "Bath-Sheba - In Rabbinical Literature," in The Jewish Encyclopedia, vol 2, ed, Isidore Singer (New York: KTAV Publishing House, 1901-4), 594-595.

2 Samuel 23:34, "Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,"

2 Samuel 11:4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.
2 Samuel 11:4 — Comments- David had a number of wives by now, and instead of this factor decreasing the chance of adultery, it made David less restrained. In Africa, where polygamy is common, local pastors will teach that polygamy tends to cause a man to become sexually out of control. 

David quickly found out that her husband was a Hittite (not a Hebrew). With David's passion was aflame, he had found his reasoning justified in taking this man"s wife. The act of adultery began with the eyes, then the lust of the eyes and flesh, then pondering this sin, finding out more about the situation, then came the adultery itself ( 2 Samuel 11:4, James 1:14-15).

2 Samuel 11:4, "And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house."

James 1:14-15, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."

Just as sure as a man allows his mind to dwell on lustful things, his flesh bursts into flames with desires that are hard to control. This is why a Christian must bring every thought captive to the obedience of Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 10:5, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;"

The Lord gave me this passage of Scripture while I was single, in order to teach me how to stay in control of my vessel.

2 Samuel 11:24 And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy servants; and some of the king"s servants be dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.
2 Samuel 11:24 — "some of the king"s servants" - Comments- Other soldiers besides Uriah died in this scheme of David.

2 Samuel 11:24 — Comments- David's sin cost many other lives besides Uriah. Even years later with the battle of Absalom, this was the result of his sin with Bathsheba.

2 Samuel 12:10, "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife."

2 Samuel 11:27 And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.
2 Samuel 11:27 — "But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Proverbs 28:13, "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy."

Comments- Note David"s confession: 

2 Samuel 12:13, "And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die."



Verses 1-31 

David Takes Bathsheba, the Wife of Uriah - 2 Samuel 11:1 to 2 Samuel 12:31 records the story of David's sin of taking Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, as his wife, and the murder of Uriah. In ancient monarchs, a king had the power to take another man's wife within his kingdom. We read in the Scriptures the story of how the Pharaoh took Abraham's wife from him when he journeyed into Egypt ( Genesis 12:10-20), and King Abimelech later took Sarah ( Genesis 20:1-18). Mullins, an Anglican missionary to East Africa, records the customs of the primitive African tribes. He notes how the local kings owned all of the land in their kingdoms, how they had the power of life and death over the people, killing them at the slightest presumption, and how they took as many wives as he desired. 57]

57] J. D. Mullins, The Wonderful Story of Uganda (London: Church Missionary Society, 1908), 194-206.

The narrative material opens and closes with Israel's battle against Rabbah, the capital city of the Ammonites. The preceding chapters record Israel's defeats of all of her enemies around about her borders, of her victories over the Philistines, the Moabites, the Syrians, and the Ammonites. The ministry of King David reaches a peak in the chapters preceding the story of David and Bathsheba. After the king's moral failure with Uriah and Bathsheba, the narrative text records a series of events that weaken the nation of Israel, culminating in civil war and the lost of many Israeli lives, all in fulfilment of Nathan's prophecies. In the remaining chapters of 2Samuel King David will no longer be described as a man of great exploits and territorial expansion, but rather, a man of sorrow and one who extends compassion towards others. Although David had failed to raise his sons with discipline and godly fear, he will now take young Solomon and pour his life and passion for the things of God into this child.

2 Samuel 11:1 to 2 Samuel 12:31 David Takes Bathsheba, the Wife of Uriah (Polygamy in Society) - One reason that Paul limits a Christian man to one wife in the midst of these polygamous societies is that polygamy tends to bring a man into sexual promiscuity ( 1 Timothy 3:2). Polygamy is found in the lives of King David and King Song of Solomon , and because of it, both men sinned against God in this area. For King David, it resulted in adultery and murder. For King Song of Solomon , it resulted in idolatry. Having lived in Africa a number of years, I have seen how polygamy distorts a man's perception of marriage. A man who believes that he can seek additional wives has no way to define adultery. When his poverty moves him into common law relationships where a marriage ceremony is too expensive, how does one distinguish between an adulterous relationship and a common law marriage? It becomes impossible to define. A man with more power in a polygamous society is able to steal another man's wife. How does one define right and wrong is such situation? Was not this King David's sin?

1 Timothy 3:2, "A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;"

2 Samuel 11:1 to 2 Samuel 12:31 David Takes Bathsheba, the Wife of Uriah (The Spirit of Adultery and Murder Often Work Together) - It is interesting to compare David's sin of adultery and murder with the testimony of Jack Hayford when he was a young minister. His testimony includes a temptation towards adultery followed by thoughts of murder. As a young minister working at the headquarters of the Four Square Church, he found himself becoming close friends with a female co-worker, even though he was married. After some time a mature co-worker noticed this unhealthy friendship. Hayford tells of his emotional experience, how he both love his wife and yet, felt affections for this new lady. He tells how he entertained the thoughts of his wife dying. As he struggled with his heart and the Spirit of God, he felt tremendous conviction, but did not know what to do. He was feeling thoughts of adultery, followed by thoughts of loosing his wife, which was a spirit of murder. But because of the intercession of others and the work on the Holy Spirit, he came to himself, approached his supervisor and arranged for a separation between himself and this female co-worker. At that point he approached his wife and revealed this struggle with her. Years later, he began to share this testimony from the pulpit and found that it was a frequent struggle with many church leaders and laymen. 58] We find these same two spirits at work in the life of David. He committed adultery, followed by murder.

58] Jack Hayford, The Anatomy of Adultery (Ventura, California: Regal Books, 2004).

It is interesting to note the fact that Lamech, the first polygamist in the Scriptures ( Genesis 4:23), also committed an act of murder. We can note that the religion of Islam, which emphasizes polygamy as a part of hits religious tenets of faith is also characterized as a religion of war and terror and murder. We can note that the African nations are known for their polygamy as well as their internal wars. Thus, there seems to be a relationship between polygamy, or adultery, and the spirit of murder.

2 Samuel 11:1 to 2 Samuel 12:31 David Takes Bathsheba, the Wife of Uriah (The Setting and the Progression of Sin) - Note the setting for this sin in David's life. David has become king and subdued all people around him. In 2 Samuel 7:1 we read that the Lord gave David rest from all his enemies.

2 Samuel 7:1, "And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies;"

Note that the first sin David committed in his sin with Uriah's wife was not adultery, but idleness. In his idleness his imagination found time to lead him down the path of adultery. This journey began with lust when he saw Bathsheba. This lust conceived when David sent for her. His lust turned to sin when he lay with her. This sin resulted in the death of the child that was conceived by this sin of adultery, in the murder of Uriah, and eventually in the deaths of Amnon and Absalom, David's two sons. In the darkness of his sin David pursued murder before judgment fell in his life. Sin had taken its course. Note this progress described in James 1:14-15.

James 1:14-15, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."

This great process of sins left one black mark on an otherwise upright life ( 1 Kings 15:5). 

1 Kings 15:5, "Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-31 

2 Samuel 12:1-15 — Nathan's Prophecy of Judgment - 2 Samuel 12:1-15 contains a parable and prophecy that predicts divine judgment upon David's seed because of his sin. The question must be asked of why the Lord judged King David so harshly, when these sins of murder and adultery were taking place throughout his kingdom. Perhaps the reason lies in the fact that the Davidic lineage must be purged so that it would procreate righteous kings. In this judgment, David lost his two eldest sons, Amnon and Absalom, who would normally have inherited the kingship after their father.

2 Samuel 12:5 And David"s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:
2 Samuel 12:5 — "the man that hath done this thing shall surely die" - Comments- Because David repented, God forgives, and annuls, this part of the curse.

2 Samuel 12:6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.
2 Samuel 12:6 — "he shall restore the lamb fourfold" - Comments- This decree was according to the Law ( Exodus 22:1). Note how closely David attempted to follow the Law for others, yet he is violating the Law for himself.

Exodus 22:1, "If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, or sell it; he shall restore five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep."

However, David decreed this curse upon himself. The exact deeds that he committed of murder and fornication came upon his children four fold.

1. David lost his first son by Bathsheba at birth: 

2 Samuel 12:18, "And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead?"

2. His daughter Tamar was raped:

2 Samuel 13:14, "Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: but, being stronger than she, forced her, and lay with her."

3. He lost his son Amnon to murder:

2 Samuel 13:28-29, "Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon"s heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king"s sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled."

4. He lost his son Absalom to war:

2 Samuel 18:15, "And ten young men that bare Joab"s armour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him."

Also, ten of David"s concubines were raped by Absalom ( 2 Samuel 16:21-22).

2 Samuel 16:21-22, "And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto thy father"s concubines, which he hath left to keep the house; and all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: then shall the hands of all that are with thee be strong. So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of the house; and Absalom went in unto his father"s concubines in the sight of all Israel."

Another illustration of a man that pronounced a curse upon his family was Jacob, who unknowingly placed a curse upon his wife ( Genesis 31:32).

Genesis 31:32, "With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them."

2 Samuel 12:10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.
2 Samuel 12:10 — "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house" - Comments- David showed evil towards Uriah, who had shown David much good. Therefore God pronounced the very judgment of His eternal Word upon David according to Proverbs 17:13.

Proverbs 17:13, "Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house."

God could have pronounced a judgment of seven years famine, or thee months of war, or three days of pestilence, as He did to David in 2 Samuel 24:13. 

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

The judgment at the end of David"s life was a judgment upon the nation of Israel. In contrast, the judgment in David"s sin against Bathsheba was a judgment upon an individual, which judgment matched the laws of God"s Word according to Proverbs 17:13.

Proverbs 17:13, "Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house."

2 Samuel 12:10 — "because thou hast despised me" - Comments- How well David knew that his sin was against God Himself. Note his prayer of repentance in Psalm 51.

Psalm 51:4, "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest."

2 Samuel 12:11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun.
2 Samuel 12:11 — "I will raise up evil" - Comments- Note the next few chapter where his children, Amnon and Absalom, fall into deadly sins as a fulfilment of this prophecy.

2 Samuel 12:11 — "he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of the sun" - Comments- This was fulfilled in 2 Samuel 16:21-22.

2 Samuel 16:21-22, "And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto thy father"s concubines, which he hath left to keep the house; and all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: then shall the hands of all that are with thee be strong.So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of the house; and Absalom went in unto his father"s concubines in the sight of all Israel."

2 Samuel 12:12 For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.
2 Samuel 12:12 — "I will do this thing before all Israel" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Matthew 10:26, "Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known."

2 Samuel 12:13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
2 Samuel 12:13 — Comments- The Law commanded both the adulterer and the adulteress to be killed ( Leviticus 20:10). The Law gave the penalty of death for this sin; but in God's mercy and forgiveness, He was ready to pardon King David ( Nehemiah 9:17). Note how quickly David confesses his sin. In 2009 the king of the Buganda kingdom in south-central Uganda used two radio stations to incite riots in the capital city of Kampala against the government, resulting in the death of around eighty people and injuring hundreds. This king should have apologized for causing this tragedy, but he refused. One of the local, Ugandan ministers explained to me that in a kingdom, the king believes that he is never wrong; therefore, a king never apologizes. This makes King David's confession of sin all the more amazing, showing his tender heart towards the Lord.

With a confession of our sin, God is gracious to forgive ( 1 John 1:9). Mercy triumphs over judgement ( James 2:13). God showed David mercy. David had often shown mercy to others. He showed Saul mercy by not taking Saul's life on two occasions. 

Leviticus 20:10, "And the man that committeth adultery with another man"s wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour"s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death."

Nehemiah 9:17, "but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not."

1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

James 2:13, "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment."

2 Samuel 12:13 — Comments- One major difference between King Saul and King David was that David never rejected or disobeyed the prophet of the Lord, while Saul rejected the office of the prophet and priest. For example, in the midst of David's sin with Bathsheba, he humbled himself at the voice of Nathan the prophet. In contrast, Saul disobeyed the voice of Samuel, and because Saul did not repent, God never sent Samuel back to Saul with a word from God. (Perhaps this is because the Holy Spirit is a gentleman and will not impose Himself upon us.) In addition, Saul killed the Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father"s house, the priests that were in Nob, and their families ( 1 Samuel 22:6-19). At this point Saul's heart was hardened so that God could no longer speak to him. When he was facing death, he sought a word from Samuel through the witch of Endor ( 1 Samuel 28:7-19).

2 Samuel 12:14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.
2 Samuel 12:14 — Comments- Many of the sins that we commit cause God's enemies to blaspheme God and to become hardened towards God. How careful we must be with our lives towards a lost world.

2 Samuel 12:15 And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD struck the child that Uriah"s wife bare unto David, and it was very sick.
2 Samuel 12:15 — Comments- The Scriptures call Bathsheba the wife of Uriah, not the wife of David. 

2 Samuel 12:16 David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth.
2 Samuel 12:16 — Comments- David knew that God was a God who "repenteth concerning evil," but in this case God did not repent.

2 Samuel 12:20 Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat.
2 Samuel 12:20 — "and came into the house of the LORD" - Comments- This event most likely took place in the city of Jerusalem, since there is no reference to David travelling to Gibeon, as Solomon is noted as travelling to Gibeon. This would mean that David went to the tent that housed the ark, located in Jerusalem, since the tabernacle dwelt at Gibeon during the days of King David.

1 Chronicles 15:1, "And David made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent."

1 Chronicles 21:29, "For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt offering, were at that season in the high place at Gibeon."

2 Chronicles 1:3-4, "So Song of Solomon , and all the congregation with him, went to the high place that was at Gibeon; for there was the tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness. But the ark of God had David brought up from Kirjathjearim to the place which David had prepared for it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem."

2 Samuel 12:20 — "and worshipped" - Comments- I have had several dreams lately, December thru February 2000, where I have been brought into the presence of the Lord in worship. In that experience, I found a strengthening of my spirit, my inner man. I knew in this dream that the Lord was showing me that I could face any situation in life if I knew how to take refuge in His presence. King David had learned this lesson. He knew that coming into the presence of the Lord was a source of great inner strength and peace. The Psalm were written in the presence of the Lord, and were a source of great strength to him to carry on. 

2 Samuel 12:22 And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?
2 Samuel 12:22 — Comments- Here David sought God's grace. Note how David also pursues God's mercy in 2 Samuel 24:14, "And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of the LORD for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man."

2 Samuel 12:18-23 — Comments - David's Peace in the Midst of Loss- During one of the greatest trials of David"s life, the loss of a Song of Solomon , he had such peace that even his servants could not understand why this was so. The reason he had such peace in his heart is that he had learned to cast his cares upon the Lord ( Philippians 4:6-7). 

Philippians 4:6-7, "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

2 Samuel 12:24 And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him.
2 Samuel 12:24 — Word Study on "Solomon" - Strong and PTW says the name "Solomon" means, "peace."

2 Samuel 12:24 — Comments- We see in the life of Bathsheba a willingness to consent to the king, after the death of her husband by this same king. Why do the Scriptures not show a woman devastated at the lost of her husband and child and repulsed at the presence of King David? One reason might be the fact that in this culture, as in many cultures today, the fathers chose the husband for the bride. A wedding was not consummated out of love, but out of a mutual arrangement by a father and a daughter"s obedience to a father. The wife was to learn to love her husband. Perhaps Uriah and Bathsheba were newly married and therefore, she had not yet developed a deep love for her husband. Therefore, her heart was not as torn apart as a person who had lost one who was dearly loved.

2 Samuel 12:24 — Comments- We see from other Scriptures that God had previously spoken to King David about a son being born to him and his name would be called "Solomon" ( 1 Chronicles 22:8-9). God revealed to King David that Solomon was to succeed him on the throne ( 1 Chronicles 28:5-6).

1 Chronicles 22:8-9, "But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

1 Chronicles 28:5-6, "And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon thy Song of Solomon , he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my Song of Solomon , and I will be his father."

2 Samuel 12:25 And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD.
2 Samuel 12:25 — Word Study on "Jedidiah" - PTW says the name "Jedidiah" means, "beloved of Jehovah."

2 Samuel 12:26 And Joab fought against Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and took the royal city.
2 Samuel 12:26 — Comments- The city of Rabbah was the same city mentioned in 2 Samuel 11:1, against which David's men fought. The battle against Rabbah in 2 Samuel 12:26 occurred at least eighteen months later, since Bathsheba had already born David two children, the second being Solomon. God did not give this city into the hands of David's until he had dealt with the sin.

2 Samuel 11:1, "And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem."

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-8 

David's Sin and Judgment - Beginning in 2Samuel 13, we see the curse of Nathan, the prophet, taking effect in David"s family ( 2 Samuel 12:7-12). David"s children had seen their father commit adultery, lie and murder. Now, some of his own children will follow in their father"s actions.

2 Samuel 12:10-12, "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun."



Verses 1-39 

2 Samuel 13:1-39 — Amnon Rapes Tamar- God"s judgment came first upon David"s firstborn Song of Solomon , Amnon ( 2 Samuel 3:2-5, 1 Chronicles 3:1-4). Satan often corrupts the firstborn, as he did with Cain

2 Samuel 3:2-5, "And unto David were sons born in Hebron: and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; And the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David"s wife. These were born to David in Hebron."

2 Samuel 13:1 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David had a fair sister, whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her.
2 Samuel 13:1 — "And it came to pass after this" - Comments- After Nathan's prophecy, the time for its fulfilment comes to pass in the lives of Amnon and Absalom, King David's two sons. David's act of murder opened the door for this same spirit to operate in the next generation of children. This is sometimes called generational cures, when the behaviour and failures of the former generation are repeated in the next generation.

2 Samuel 13:16 And she said unto him, There is no cause: this evil in sending me away is greater than the other that thou didst unto me. But he would not hearken unto her.
2 Samuel 13:15-16 — Comments - Tamar's Response to Amnon- In saying what she did, Tamar appears to have understood the Law, which commands the man to take her as his wife ( Deuteronomy 22:28-29). — 
Deuteronomy 22:28-29, "If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found; Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel"s father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.

2 Samuel 13:21 But when king David heard of all these things, he was very wroth.
2 Samuel 13:21 — Comments- David was angry, but he did not judge the situation by the Law. Therefore, David will pay the price later during Absalom"s revolt. Now, instead of this sin costing one life, it will cost 20 ,000 lives ( 2 Samuel 18:7). David also failed to judge Joab for the murder of two men, Abner and Amasa ( 1 Kings 2:5). This almost cost Solomon the kingdom during Joab's revolt with Adonijah, Solomon"s brother ( 1 Kings 1:7).

2 Samuel 18:7, "Where the people of Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men."

1 Kings 2:5, "Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet."

1 Kings 1:7, "And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah helped him."

2 Samuel 13:22 And Absalom spake unto his brother Amnon neither good nor bad: for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar.
2 Samuel 13:22 — Comments- Hebrews 12:15 says that there is a danger that Absalom can become defiled through bitterness, which is what happened later in his heart.

Hebrews 12:15, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;"

2 Samuel 13:37 But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day.
2 Samuel 13:37 — Comments- Absalom fled to the house of his grandfather ( 2 Samuel 3:3, 1 Chronicles 3:2).

2 Samuel 3:3, "And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur;" 

1 Chronicles 3:2, "The third, Absalom the son of Maachah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur: the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith:"

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-33 

2 Samuel 14:25 But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.
2 Samuel 14:25 — "no blemish in him" - Comments- Absalom was still bitter in his heart. Song of Solomon , there in the heart dwelt his blemish, a root of bitterness ( Matthew 15:18-20, John 7:24).

Matthew 15:18-20, "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man:"

John 7:24, "Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment."

2 Samuel 14:26 And when he polled his head, (for it was at every year"s end that he polled it: because the hair was heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels after the king"s weight.
2 Samuel 14:26 — "And when he polled his head" - Comments- The ASV reads, "And when he cut the hair of his head."

2 Samuel 14:26 — "he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels after the king"s weight" - Comments- Anderson says two hundred shekels equals about four pounds. 62]

62] A. A. Anderson, 2Samuel, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Samuel .

2 Samuel 14:26 — Comments- The author uses these comments of Absalom's beautiful hair in 2 Samuel 14:26 as a way to foreshadow the irony of his hair bringing him to his death ( 2 Samuel 18:9-18).

2 Samuel 14:27 And unto Absalom there were born three sons, and one daughter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a fair countenance.
2 Samuel 14:27 — "and one daughter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a fair countenance" - Comments- Absalom named his daughter after his sister. We see this as evidence that Absalom had not forgotten nor forgiven Ammon. We can learn from this story that although we thing vengeance will satisfy us, it only allows us continue in bitterness. So vengeance is not the cure for being wronged. Jesus spoke of the cure in Matthew 5:43-44 we are not to render good to those who do evil towards us. In doing this we overcome any root of bitterness. This is how David reacted to Saul's evil treatment of him. At Saul's death, David only spoke well of Saul (See 2 Samuel 1:17-27).

Matthew 5:43-44, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;"

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-33 

Absalom Attempts to Take the Kingdom from David- In 2 Samuel 15:1 to 2 Samuel 18:33 Absalom rises up to take the kingdom from his father David. Absalom was the third son of King David ( 2 Samuel 3:2-5, 1 Chronicles 3:1-4). He is soon killed in battle in fulfilment of Nathan's prophecy against David's lineage.

2 Samuel 3:2-5, "And unto David were sons born in Hebron: and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; And the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David"s wife. These were born to David in Hebron."

See also 1 Chronicles 3:1-4.

The first born Song of Solomon , Amnon, was dead. The second Song of Solomon , named Chileab, or Daniel , is mentioned nowhere else in the Scriptures. Therefore, it appears that Absalom believed that he had the right to the throne as one of the eldest living sons of King David.



Verses 1-37 

2 Samuel 15:1-6 — Absalom Steals the Hearts of the People - In 2 Samuel 15:1-6 Absalom attempts to steal the hearts of the people. Just as Absalom tried to steal the hearts of Israel, so the Judaizers were trying to draw the Galatians away from Paul so they would follow the Judaizers and exalt them ( Galatians 4:17).

Galatians 4:17, "They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them."

2 Samuel 15:3 And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee.
2 Samuel 15:3 — Comments- Absalom was saying that the king had not assigned anyone to deal with this matter, therefore making King David look bad.

2 Samuel 15:6 And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.
2 Samuel 15:6 — Comments- Absalom had not been dealt with according to the word or the Law of God, and now he is allowed to freely continue in his evil deeds ( Ecclesiastes 8:11). Absalom had not only allowed a root of bitterness to spring up and defile him ( Hebrews 12:15), but he was causing many other hearts to become evil towards David with a lying, gossiping tongue.

Ecclesiastes 8:11, "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil."

Hebrews 12:15, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;"

2 Samuel 15:6 — Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 55:21, "The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords."

Proverbs 11:9, "An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just be delivered."

2 Samuel 15:7 And it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the LORD, in Hebron.
2 Samuel 15:7 — "And it came to pass after forty years" - Comments- Although the Hebrew text reads "forty years," ancient versions testify to a variant reading of "four years." For example, Josephus reads "four years." 63] The scholars tell us that the Syriac and Arabic versions, and others, read ‘four years.' KD adds the Vulgate (quattuor) and Theodoret to his list of Syriac and Arabic versions, and favours this variant reading. 64] However, some ancient witnesses retain "forty." For example, the LXX reads " τεσσαράκοντα" (forty), and the VgClem reads, "quadraginta" (forty). 

63] Josephus says, "When he [Absalom] had made himself so popular among the multitude, he thought he had already the good will of the people secured to him; but when four years had passed since his father's reconciliation to him, he came to him, and besought him to give him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a sacrifice to God, because he vowed it to him when he fled out of the country. So when David had granted his request, he went thither, and great multitudes came running together to him, for he had sent to a great number so to do." (Antiquities 791)

64] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, 1&2Samuel, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, trans. James Martin, in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on 2Samuel .

For this reason, a number of modern English translations read, "four years."

BBE, "Now at the end of four years, Absalom said to the king, Let me go to Hebron and give effect to the oath which I made to the Lord:"

ESV, "And at the end of four years Absalom said to the king, "Please let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed to the Lord, in Hebron."

God'sWord, "Four years later Absalom said to the king, "Let me go to Hebron and keep the vow I made to the LORD."

NAB, "After a period of four years, Absalom said to the king: "Allow me to go to Hebron and fulfill a vow I made to the LORD."

NCV, "After four years Absalom said to King David, "Please let me go to Hebron. I want to carry out my promise that I made to the Lord."

NET, "After four years Absalom said to the king, "Let me go and repay my vow that I made to the Lord while I was in Hebron."

NLT, "After four years, Absalom said to the king, "Let me go to Hebron to offer a sacrifice to the Lord and fulfill a vow I made to him."

RSV, "And at the end of four years Ab"salom said to the king, "Pray let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed to the LORD, in Hebron."

2 Samuel 15:8 For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, saying, If the LORD shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.
2 Samuel 15:8 — Comments- Absalom made a vow unto the Lord. Unfortunately, he did not keep his vow and serve the Lord the rest of his life. Instead, he tried to take the kingdom from his father in rebellion against the Lord's anointed. As a result, his life ended in a tragic death.

2 Samuel 15:12 And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David"s counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Absalom.
2 Samuel 15:12 — Comments- Ahithophel was very likely the grandfather of Bathsheba ( 2 Samuel 11:3; 2 Samuel 23:34). The murder of Uriah, Bathsheba"s husband, would have given Ahithophel a motive in defecting against King David.

2 Samuel 11:3, "And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?"

2 Samuel 23:34, "Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,"

2 Samuel 15:20 Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee.
2 Samuel 15:20 — "mercy and truth be with thee" - Comments- This phrase is like the opening of many of Paul's epistles. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-23 

2 Samuel 16:21-22 — Comments - Absalom Goes in to David's Concubines- The act of sleeping with the king's concubines by Absalom was in fulfilment of Nathan"s prophecy given to King David earlier ( 2 Samuel 12:11-12). When a kingdom is handed over to a new king, his concubines are a part of the king"s possession that is handed over. Therefore, Absalom wanted all of Israel to see this act of possessing the kingdom.

2 Samuel 12:11-12, "Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun."

In the same respect, it was common for a harem of wives and concubines to become the possession of a conquering king ( 2 Kings 24:15).

2 Kings 24:15, "And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king"s mother, and the king"s wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon."

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-33 

2 Samuel 18:9 And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule that was under him went away.
2 Samuel 18:9 — "and his head caught hold of the oak" - Comments- The KJV follows the literally reading of the Hebrew text in this instance. Because of the nature of this unusual incident, some scholars suggest that Absalom's long hair must have played a role in causing his head to become so entangled in a tree limb. Could his hair be so strong as to hold him in this predicament? John von Radowitz, writing a magazine article about hair, says that "hair is surprisingly strong - as strong as a strand of iron wire the same thickness. A lock of 100 hairs can withstand a weight of 10 kilograms and, theoretically, a head containing 120 ,000 hairs and a super-glued scalp could cope with 12tonnes." 65] I remember when my wife was blow drying her hair with a round brush and entangled her hair in the back of her head in a way that she could not get the brush out. I had to come and carefully untangle it almost strand by strand.

65] John von Radowitz, "Getting to the Root of Hair Loss," in Open Skies - The Inflight Magazine of Emirates, editor-in-chief, Obald Humaid Al Tayer, issue 195 - June 204, Dubai, U.A.E.: Motivate Publishing.

2 Samuel 18:33 And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my Song of Solomon , my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my Song of Solomon , my son!
2 Samuel 18:33 — Comments- We see this same sorrow and desire in the heart of the apostle Paul for his countrymen ( Romans 9:1-3). Jesus actually died for us out of His great love ( Galatians 3:13). 

Romans 9:1-3, "I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:"

Galatians 3:13, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:"

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-43 

2 Samuel 19:22 And David said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that ye should this day be adversaries unto me? shall there any man be put to death this day in Israel? for do not I know that I am this day king over Israel?
2 Samuel 19:22 — "shall there any man be put to death this day in Israel" - Comments- It is hard to carry out vengeance on someone when the Lord has just poured out His blessings on us. I remember in November 2000, I was upset with several staff members for making personal calls at work. These phone calls have cost the company some money. When the director of the company came to town, and gave me many blessings, I no longer felt in mood to Judges , but rather to bless. I, therefore, forgave the staff with just a warning not to do it again.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-26 

2 Samuel 20:16-22 — Comments- A Wise Woman Saves Abel of Bethmaachah - The story of a wise woman saving Abel of Bethmaachah is a good illustration of Ecclesiastes 9:13-18.

Ecclesiastes 9:13-18, "This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me: There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it: Now there was found in it a poor wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man"s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good."

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-22 

2 Samuel 21:1-14 — Seven of Saul's Sons are Hanged in Divine Judgment- This is the story of how God judged the land of Israel for the sins of its past leader, King Saul. When King David realized that the blessings of God were no longer operating in the land, he began to ask God the reason. God showed him the cause of divine judgment and David went and remedied the problem and brought God's blessings back upon the land. Joshua experienced a similar situation during his conquest of Canaan when Israel fell to the city of Ai because of the sin of Achan ( Joshua 7:1-26). When Joshua judged the wrong, the blessings of God returned to the children of God and they took the city.

There have been a number of times in my life when I perceived that the hand of God was not upon my life, and a time of drought had come. It usually takes a month or two to become clear that the windows of heaven had shut up. I pray and find that I need to deal with unforgiveness in my life over someone or some situation in which I feel that I was wronged. We must keep our hearts pure or else the blessings of God leave in every area that we have been given dominion over in this life. 

2 Samuel 21:1 Then there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David enquired of the LORD. And the LORD answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites.
2 Samuel 21:1 — Comments- In Joshua 9:3-27, Israel made a man's covenant with the Gibeonites against God's will. In 2 Samuel 21:1 we see that God held Israel to their word, thought the covenant was made outside of God's will.

David knew a famine meant that some sin had brought the curse of the law upon Israel. Song of Solomon , David inquired to God about this. David always asked the Lord about going into battle ( 2 Samuel 5:19). David was simply following the Mosaic Law in inquiring to the Lord ( Numbers 27:21).

2 Samuel 5:19, "And David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto David, Go up: for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand."

Numbers 27:21, "And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both Hebrews , and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation."

2 Samuel 21:6 Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD did choose. And the king said, I will give them.
2 Samuel 21:6 — Scripture References- Note: 

Numbers 35:33, "So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it."

2 Samuel 21:7 But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the LORD"S oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.
2 Samuel 21:7 — Comments- Three oaths were involved in this passage of Scripture:

1. Joshua to the Gibeonites: 

Joshua 9:15, "And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them."

2. David and Jonathan"s covenant:

1 Samuel 20:15-16, "But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let the LORD even require it at the hand of David"s enemies."

3. David to the Gibeonites- 2 Samuel 21:6 "I will give them."

2 Samuel 21:9 And he delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before the LORD: and they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley harvest.
2 Samuel 21:9 — Comments- Study this time of the year to see if it coincides with the Passover sacrifice, then see how these seven sons were symbolic of the sacrificial lamb.

Here we see that it was the time of year approaching the Passover, for the ten plagues preceded the Passover ( Exodus 9:31).

Exodus 9:31, "And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown up."

2 Samuel 21:10-14 — Rizpah Mourns for Her Sons- Rizpah sat alone day and night driving off birds and beasts, while smelling and seeing her two sons and the five sons of Michal decay.

2 Samuel 21:10 And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water dropped upon them out of heaven, and suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.
2 Samuel 21:10 — Comments- The phrase "to rest on them" in 2 Samuel 21:10 refers to the seven dead bodies. Rizpah the daughter of Aiah stayed right by those bodies day and night. There was an interesting story similar to this event on CNN International News. An Afghan child was accidentally shot by U.S. soldiers. Although the child was taken and treated in a local hospital, the mother lay upon the ground at the spot where the child was injured and refused to move until her child was returned. This placed the U.S. soldiers in an uneasy position of having to take care of the mother as well as the child. 66]

66] "World News," CNN International (London, dated June 22, 2004), television program.

Why would a woman do such an act of suffering? Perhaps the answer lies in the fact that women in oriental and Middle Eastern societies have few rights, if any, to bring about justice. The only alternative left is to afflict themselves until someone has enough mercy to recognize the need and give assistance.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-51 

2 Samuel 22:30 For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall.
2 Samuel 22:30 — "by my God have I leaped over a wall" - Comments- No matter what kind of day I have had, there is a constant abiding "feeling" in my heart, inside of me. I feel like leaping one hundred feet high. I feel like taking charge of the biggest, ugliest situation in life. Inside, I feel like a "giant." This must be God's abiding spirit in me. I feel like I can't be defeated. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-39 

2 Samuel 23:3 — Comments- Note the similarity in Peter"s exhortation to the elders in 1 Peter 5:1-4.

2 Samuel 23:4 And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.
2 Samuel 23:4 — "as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain" - Scripture References- Note:

Isaiah 53:2, "For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him."

2 Samuel 23:8-39 — David's Mighty Men- 2 Samuel 23:8-39 gives us an "honor role" of mighty men whom the Lord used to bring victory, and thus peace, to the nation of Israel. These men laid the foundation with King David for the establishment of the Davidic dynasty, much as the apostles laid the foundation for the early Church. Jesus Christ is a King under this lineage of David. Thus, it is not surprising that in this list of David's mighty men, we find a parallel in the New Testament with Jesus Christ and His apostles. For example, both groups were anointed and filled with courage and boldness in the midst of their adversaries. The religious leaders noted the boldness of these apostles, realizing that they had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:13, "Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John , and had perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus."

King Saul is a type and figure of man attempting to establish God's kingdom in the flesh, but failed. David is an example of how God accomplishes His plans and purposes by the Spirit.

Although many of the men listed in this passage are mentioned nowhere else in the Scriptures, it reveals to us that David could not have accomplished what he did without these brave men and their courageous feats of victory. 

David had gone into exile with about six hundred men ( 1 Samuel 23:13). Of these men, about thirty of them learned to partake of David's anointing and became mighty men of war as their leader. When we read about the feats that some of the most anointed men accomplished in the following passage of Scripture, we find a clue as to why some of them were able to partake of David's anointing. These were men who were willing to give up their very lives for David their king. Such a willingness to serve and give one's life in behalf of opens the door of one's heart to receive from the same anointing that David walked in. We see this displayed as bravery to stand against the enemy. But within their hearts, they had given themselves a sentence of death to their own will in order to accomplish the will of their king and their people. Such were those who because qualified for an anointing.

This passage notes three mighty men who excelled the others (1) Abishai- chief among three ( 2 Samuel 23:18), (2) Banaiah ( 2 Samuel 23:22), (3) Eleazor, son of Dodo ( 2 Samuel 23:9).

In addition, we find that Abraham had three hundred eighteen (318) mighty men of valor who slew the armies of the five kings of the East ( Genesis 14:14). They too were under the anointing to perform such a feat. 

2 Samuel 23:8-23 — David's Mighty Men- Joshua told the children of Israel that one person would put a thousand to flight ( Joshua 23:10). The Lord could have given this anointing to anyone since the conquest of Joshua , but none found a place with God to walk in such an anointing until David.

Joshua 23:10, "One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you."

2 Samuel 23:8 These be the names of the mighty men whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite: he lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time.
2 Samuel 23:8 — "The Tachmonite" - Comments- 1 Chronicles 11:11 reads "an Hachmonite," while 2 Samuel 23:8 reads "the Tachmonite."

1 Chronicles 11:11, "And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of the captains: he lifted up his spear against three hundred slain by him at one time."

This slight variation is easily justified when looking at the Hebrew text. The first spelling has the definite article "the" attached to it, creating the pronunciation "Tachmonite," while the second spelling leaves off the article, giving the pronunciation "Hachmonite."

Hebrew ( תחכמני) - the Tachmonite

Hebrew ( בן־חכמוני) - an Hachmonite

2 Samuel 23:8 — "that sat in the seat, chief among the captains" - Comments- Scholars interpret this phrase to mean that he presided over the council when plans were drawn up for war. 

2 Samuel 23:8 — "the same was Adino the Eznite" - Word Study on "Adino" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Adino" ( עֲדִינו) (H 5722) means, "his spear," coming from a root word meaning "slender." - PTW says his name means, "ornament." This is the only use of this word in the Old Testament.

Word Study on "the Eznite" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Eznite" ( עֶצְנִי) (H 6112) means, "a spear," coming from an unused root that means, "to be sharp, or strong." This is the only use of this word in the Old Testament.

Comments- His proper name was Adino the Eznite, but his other name is given in 1Chronicles as Jashobeam Hebrew ( יָשָׁבְעָם).

1 Chronicles 11:11, "And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of the captains: he lifted up his spear against three hundred slain by him at one time."

There is a possible reference to him again in 1 Chronicles 12:6; 1 Chronicles 27:2.

1 Chronicles 12:6, "Elkanah, and Jesiah, and Azareel, and Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korhites,"

1 Chronicles 27:2, "Over the first course for the first month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel: and in his course were twenty and four thousand."

Thus, some scholars believe the KJV translation, "that sat in the seat," Hebrew ( בשבת ישב) should read as a proper name, "Josheb-bassebet." Thus, 2 Samuel 23:8 would read, "Josheb-bassebet, the Hachmonite, chief among the captains" in the place of "The Tachmonite that sat in the seat," which better matches its parallel passage in 1Chronicles 11:11. This is reflected in other translations of this verse.

ASV, "These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite, against eight hundred slain at one time."

JPS, "These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite; he lifted up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time."

RSV, "These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshe"beth a Tah-che"monite; he was chief of the three; he wielded his spear against eight hundred whom he slew at one time."

WEB, "These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite, chief of the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite, against eight hundred slain at one time."

2 Samuel 23:8 — "eight hundred" - Comments- 1 Chronicles 11:11 reads "three hundred."

1 Chronicles 11:11, "And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of the captains: he lifted up his spear against three hundred slain by him at one time."

Note the variant readings in the Hebrew text:

Hebrew ( עַל־שְׁמֹנֶ֥ה מֵא֛וֹת) - "against eight hundred"

Hebrew ( עַל־שְׁלֹשׁ־מֵא֥וֹת) - "against three hundred"

Scholars suggest a variety of explanations:

1. A Copyist Error- A look at the Hebrew text shows that both numbers begin with the letter ( ש), suggesting a copyist error, as many scholars believe is the cause of this discrepancy. 

2. Adino the Eznite Fought Against 800, but Slew 300 - John Gill suggests that he fought against eight hundred, but slew only three hundred. He refers to the LXX reading to justify this interpretation. Brenton reads, "he drew his sword against eight hundred soldiers at once," 67]

67] John Gill, 2 Samuel , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 2Samuel .

3. A Reference to Two Different Battles- Another explanation says that there were two different battles fought by this same individual, once against eight hundred, and the other against three hundred.

2 Samuel 23:10 He arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: and the LORD wrought a great victory that day; and the people returned after him only to spoil.
2 Samuel 23:10 — "He arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary" - Comments- Though weariness set in, the Spirit of God sustained the man"s strength to continue fighting. He had faith in God's protection and God's hand was on his side, so the power of God was with him. Likewise are kept by the power of God through faith ( 1 Peter 1:5) and God keeps us from evil ( 2 Timothy 4:18). 

1 Peter 1:5, "Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."

2 Timothy 4:18, "And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen."

Here Eleazar denied the weariness of flesh and trusted God for his strength.

2 Samuel 23:10 — "and his hand clave unto the sword" - Comments- Our sword is God's Word ( Ephesians 6:17). God"s Word is the source of our life ( John 6:63, Proverbs 4:20-22, Psalm 119:50).

Ephesians 6:17, "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:"

John 6:63, "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."

Psalm 119:50, "This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me."

Proverbs 4:20, "My Song of Solomon , attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh."

We are to cling to the Word of God, who fight our battles. 1 Timothy 6:12 is illustrated by this verse. Eleazar's hand conformed to the shape of the handle of the sword until it was not able to easily straighten out. If we cling to God's Word, our lives will conform to the Word of God until a time will come when our lives will not be easily removed from the Word of God.

1 Timothy 6:12, "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses."

2 Samuel 23:10 — "The Lord wrought and great victory that day" - Comments- God was working in him ( Philippians 2:12). Also, God received glory in battle.

Philippians 2:12, "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."

2 Samuel 23:10 — "the people returned after him only to spoil" - Comments- Others can benefit from our struggles against sin and the flesh and the victories that we receive thru it. Note how Paul used his life as an example for others to follow.

2 Samuel 23:13 And three of the thirty chief went down, and came to David in the harvest time unto the cave of Adullam: and the troop of the Philistines pitched in the valley of Rephaim.
2 Samuel 23:13 — Comments- King David has organized his army in groups. This is why he can have thirty chief men. Note how Moses also organized his army in Exodus 18:25, "And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens."

2 Samuel 23:15 And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!
2 Samuel 23:15 — Comments- Bethlehem was the city where David was born. He was raised drinking water from this well. I remember when I first moved from home to college. I never found water that tasted quite so good as that from the deep well at my house. David longed for a drink of water that would satisfy his thirst, and nothing tasted better to him than the water he grew up drinking.

2 Samuel 23:16 And the three mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the LORD.
2 Samuel 23:16 — "but poured it out unto the LORD" - Comments- We read in Numbers 28:1-8 about the daily burnt offering of one lamb each morning and a lamb in the evening. These daily offerings were to be accompanied with a meat offering of flour mixed with oil and a drink offering of strong wine. David poured out this water as part of the daily offering unto the Lord.

Numbers 28:7, "And the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured unto the LORD for a drink offering."

2 Samuel 23:16 — Comments- The water from the well of Bethlehem represented David's joy in the Lord from the presence of the Holy Spirit upon him, which joy he offered back to the Father by pouring out the water unto Him. This joy of the Lord, which comes from the throne of God by staying in the presence of God, and which joy surpasses our power to tell, cannot be fully received by others. It is a joy that is shared only between the Lord and oneself. Thus, we can only give it back to Him, as David poured out his drink offering unto the Lord. David could have shared this water with others, but it was representative of a joy that men would not understand, so it had to be offered unto the Lord. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Ye must walk in the Spirit, and in so doing keep thyself from becoming entangled in the things of the flesh. Ye just live in obedience to the Spirit, and thus be kept from being in bondage to the desires of the flesh. Myself cannot keep you except ye first make this choice. It was concerning this matter that Jude wrote his word of admonition: And ye, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith by praying in the Holy Ghost, keeping yourselves in the love of God ( Jude 1:20-21). By setting your soul through deliberate choice of your will to pursue the worship of God by praying in the Spirit, thou shalt find thy faith strengthened and thy life bathed in the love of God. With thy faith laying hold upon God's promises and power, and thine actions motivated by the love of God, thou wilt find thyself in the path of the activity of God: His blessing shall be upon thee, and He will accomplish His works through thee. Thou needest make no plans nor resort to any clever strategy. Keep yourself in the love of God. Pray in the Spirit. Rejoice evermore. Set your affections upon Christ. God will do through you and for His glory such things as it pleases Him to do, and thou shalt rejoice with Him. For as thine own spirit is aware when His Spirit is grieved within thee, so shalt thou also be aware when His Spirit rejoices within thee. This is His joy. This is the joy He promised. This is the greatest joy that can come to the human heart, for it is the joy of God, and the joy of God transcends the joy of man. Surely thou shalt not only rejoice but be exceeding glad, with a gladness surpassing thy power to tell. So shalt thou give this back to Him, since no other can fully receive it, even as David poured out to Him the precious water from the well of Bethlehem ( 2 Samuel 23:15-16). Praise His wonderful name." 68]

68] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 83-4.
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Chapter 24
2 Samuel 24:1-25 — David Numbers the People - In 2 Samuel 24:1-25 we have the record of David numbering the children of Israel, which resulted in God's judgment upon the people. The Lord had given the nation of Israel the procedures for numbering the population in the book of Exodus ( Exodus 30:11-16). Each man was to offer half a shekel unto the Lord in order to make atonement for his soul so that a plague does not break out among them. In this way, the Lord would recognize each person counted. Since David does not perform this census properly, he caused a plague to break forth among the people. 

Exodus 30:11-16, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest them. This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD. Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls. And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls."

2 Samuel 24:1 And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah.
2 Samuel 24:1 — "and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah" - Comments- David"s act of numbering the people is a way of looking to man"s strength and not to God alone. Note:

1 Chronicles 27:23, "But David took not the number of them from twenty years old and under: because the LORD had said he would increase Israel like to the stars of the heavens."

Psalm 20:7, "Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God."

In Isaiah 22:10, "Israel numbered the houses in the city to try and fortify the wall and to repair its breaches. This also was looking to the arm of flesh.

Isaiah 22:10, "And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall."

In contrast, note the story of Gibeon and his army of 300 men who defeated 185 ,000 Midianites.

2 Samuel 24:1 — Comments- Sailhamer notes that there are a number of examples in the historical books of the Old Testament where God's anger was turned against Israel ( Judges 2:14; Judges 2:20; Judges 3:8; Judges 10:7, 2 Kings 13:3; 2 Kings 23:26). The parallel verse to 2 Samuel 24:1 is found in 1 Chronicles 21:1, which reads differently, "And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel." In the book of Chronicles it was Satan ( שָׂטָן), and not the Lord, who caused David to number the people. In an effort to reconcile these different statements, Sailhamer notes that each time God was angry with Israel, He gave over to their enemies. He goes on to explain that when King Solomon was obeying the Lord, God gave him rest from all of his adversaries, "…so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent." ( 1 Kings 5:4). Later, when Solomon sinned, "the LORD stirred up an adversary unto Song of Solomon , Hadad the Edomite," ( 1 Kings 11:14) and "God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of Eliadah," ( 1 Kings 11:23), and "he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon." ( 1 Kings 11:25) In these four verses, the same Hebrew word, "satan" ( שָׂטָן), is used, as in 1 Chronicles 21:1. Sailhamer notes that the word ( שָׂטָן) is also used in a similar context in 1 Samuel 29:4. Thus, based upon this recurring motive in the historical books, he reconciles these two different statements by interpreting 1 Chronicles 21:1 to mean that David's enemies rose up with threats to invade Israel because of his disobedience to God. 69]

69] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 305.

Judges 2:14, "And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies."

Judges 2:20, "And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice;"

Judges 3:8, "Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushanrishathaim eight years."

Judges 10:7, "And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon."

2 Kings 13:3, "And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael, all their days."

2 Kings 23:26, "Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked him withal."

1 Kings 5:4, "But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent."

2 Samuel 24:13 So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me.
2 Samuel 24:13 — "seven years" - Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 21:12 says, "three years." 

1 Chronicles 21:12, "Either three years" famine; or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the LORD, even the pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to him that sent me."

A look at the Hebrew words:

2 Samuel 24:13 - Hebrew ( שֶׁבַע) - "seven" - (H 7651)

1 Chronicles 21:12 - Hebrew ( שְׁלשָׁה) - "three" - (H 7969)

2 Samuel 24:13 — Comments- God could have pronounced a judgment upon David as in 2 Samuel 12:10, where God judged David"s household. But the judgment at the end of David"s life was a judgment upon the nation of Israel ( 2 Samuel 24:1). In contrast, the judgment in David"s sin against Bathsheba was a judgment upon an individual, which judgment matched the laws of God"s Word according to Proverbs 17:13.

2 Samuel 12:10, "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife."

2 Samuel 24:1, "And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah."

Proverbs 17:13, "Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house."

2 Samuel 24:14 And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of the LORD for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man.
2 Samuel 24:14 — "His mercies" - Comments- An example of God"s mercy is in found in 2 Samuel 12:22, where David sought God"s grace and mercy.

2 Samuel 12:22, "And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?"

2 Samuel 24:15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand men.
2 Samuel 24:15 — Scripture Reference- Note Exodus 30:12-16 :

Exodus 30:12, "When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest them."

2 Samuel 24:17 And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father"s house.
2 Samuel 24:17 — "when he saw the angel" - Comments- Is this part of the experience, when David was shown the pattern of the tabernacle? This angel was standing by the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite ( 2 Samuel 24:16). We are told that he not only saw an angel, but that fire came down from heaven to consume the sacrifice ( 1 Samuel 21:16). A few verses later, at this threshing floor, David declares this to be the house of the Lord ( 1 Chronicles 22:1). 2 Chronicles 3:1 implies that David did have a vision while at the threshingfloor of Ornan.

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

1 Chronicles 22:1, "Then David said, This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel."

2 Chronicles 3:1, "Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite."

2 Samuel 24:19 And David, according to the saying of Gad, went up as the LORD commanded.
2 Samuel 24:19 — Comments- David"s repentance results in obedience to God"s Word.

2 Samuel 24:24 And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 
2 Samuel 24:24 — Comments- The parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 21:25 says that David paid six hundred shekels of gold for the threshing floor of Araunah and the oxen.

1 Chronicles 21:25, "So David gave to Ornan for the place six hundred shekels of gold by weight."

2 Samuel 24:25 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for the land, and the plague was stayed from Israel.
2 Samuel 24:25 — Comments- This site later became the location of Solomon"s temple, and it is believed to be the site of Abraham"s sacrifice of Isaac.

1 Chronicles 21:28, "At that time when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there."

1 Chronicles 22:1, "Then David said, This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel."

2 Samuel 24:25 — Comments- In 2 Samuel 23:1-7 David functioned in the office of a prophet. In 2 Samuel 24:25 David is functioning in the office of a priest. Thus, David functioned in the offices of a king, a priest, and a prophet, as did his New Testament counterpart, Jesus the Messiah; for King David was a type and figure of the Lord Jesus Christ.

